was treated with two equivalents of nbutyllithium at 0°C. This solution was added to a suspension of two equivalents CuBr in THF. After removal of the solvent the residue was extracted twice with hexane and filtered. Orange crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained after concentration of the mother liquid.
Source of material One equivalent of N,N'-bis-(trimethylsilyl)-pyridine-2,6-diamine dissolved in Et
was treated with two equivalents of nbutyllithium at 0°C. This solution was added to a suspension of two equivalents CuBr in THF. After removal of the solvent the residue was extracted twice with hexane and filtered. Orange crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained after concentration of the mother liquid.
Experimental details
The H atoms bonded to the N atoms were located and refined due to their importance in the hydrogen bonding pattern. The remaining H atoms were accounted at the calculated positions.
Discussion

Although the ligand N,N'-bis-(trimethylsilyl)-pyridine-2,6-
amine is known for years to our best knowledge there are no known metal complexes which contain this ligand in its neutral, deprotonated and double deprotonated form [1, 2] . There are only few examples of metal complexes known which bear ligands which are similar to the used ligand here but they were not characterized via X-ray single crystal structure analysis [3] .
In the crystal structure of the title compound, the two Cu 4-clusters are bridged by two double deprotonated ligands. 
